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OPINION 1331 

SPHAERIIDAE JEFFREYS, 1862 (1820) (MOLLUSCA, BIVALVIA) 
AND MICROSPORIDAE REICHARDT, 1976 (INSECTA, 

COLEOPTERA): PLACED ON THE OFFICIAL LIST 

RULING. — (1) Under the plenary powers the generic name 
Sphaerius Waltl, 1838 and all subsequent uses of that name are hereby sup¬ 
pressed for the purposes of both the Principle of Priority and the Principle 
of Homonymy. 

(2) The generic name Microsporus Kolenati, 1846 (gender: mascu¬ 
line), type species, by monotypy, Microsporus obsidianus Kolenati, 1846, is 
hereby placed on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology with the 
Name Number 2272. 

(3) The specific name obsidianus Kolenati, 1846, as published in 
the binomen Microsporus obsidianus (specific name of type species of 
Microsporus Kolenati, 1846) is hereby placed on the Official List of Specific 
Names in Zoology with the Name Number 2983. 

(4) The following family-group names are hereby placed on the 
Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers 
specified: 

(a) SPHAERIIDAE Jeffreys, 1862 (1820) (type genus Sphaerium 
Scopoli, 1777) (Name Number 573); 

(b) MICROSPORIDAE Reichardt, 1976 (type genus Microsporus 
Waltl, 1838) (Name Number 574). 

(5) The generic name Sphaerius Waltl, 1838, as suppressed under 
the plenary powers in (1) above, is hereby placed on the Official Index of 
Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology with the Name Number 
2164. 

(6) The family-group name sphaeriidae Erichson, 1845 (invalid 
because the name of its type genus has been suppressed under the plenap^ 
powers) is hereby placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid 
Family-Group Names in Zoology with the Name Number 504. 

HISTORY OF THE CASE Z.N.(S.)1892 

An application for the removal of the homonymy of the family name 
SPHAERIIDAE in Mollusca and Insecta was first received from Dr Arthur H. 
Clarke (National Museum of Natural Sciences, Ottawa) on 20 June 1969. It 
was sent to the printer on 26 August 1969 and published on 7 April 1970 in 
Bull. zool. Norn. vol. 26, pp. 235-237. Public notice of the possible use of 
the plenary powers in the case was given in the same part of the Bulletin 
as well as to the statutory serials and to seven entomological serials. The 
application was supported by Mr D. H. Heppell {Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 27, 
p.130). 

On 9 June 1971 the members of the Commission were invited to vote 
under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (1971)15 for or against the 
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proposals set out in Bull. zool. Norn. vol. 26, pp. 235-236. At the close of the 
voting period there were fifteen affirmative votes and two negative votes. 
The latter were accompanied respectively by a comment (from Professor 
Tortonese) and a set of alternative proposals (from Dr Starobogatov) that 
caused me to re-examine the case and present a revised version of it in Bull, 
zool. Nom. vol. 32, pp. 60-62 (published on 27 March 1975). Comments 
were published in vol. 32, pp. 201-204 and vol. 38, pp. 157-161. 

On 12 March 1984 the members of the Commission were invited to 
vote under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (1984)19 in two parts, 
one dealing with the Molluscan names and the other with the Coleopteran 
names. In Part 1 they were invited to vote either for the proposals set out in 
Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 32, p. 62, paragraphs (2)(a), (3), (7) and (8), or for 
those set out in paragraphs (1), (2)(b), (3)(b), (4)(b) and (5). At the close of 
the voting period on 12 June 1984 there were nineteen votes in favour of the 
first alternative and three in favour of the second. In Part 2 of V.P. (84)19 
the members were asked to vote either for the proposals set out in vol. 32, 
p. 61, paragraphs (1), (2)(b), (4) and (5), or for those in vol. *38, p. 158, 
paragraphs (a) to (d). At the close of the voting period on 12 June 1984 
there were ten votes in favour of each alternative. 

The result of this vote was to decide the issue of the generic names 
involved, on which the Secretary and Dr Starobogatov had differing views, 
but not to resolve Dr Clarke’s original problems of the homonymous family 
names. The decision so taken was published as Direction 117 {Bull. zool. 
Nom. vol. 42, pp. 43-45). 

DECISION OF THE COMMISSION 

On 13 September 1984 the members of the Commission were invited 
to vote under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (1984)63 either for 
the proposals set out in Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 32, p. 203 and on p. 62, para¬ 
graphs (2)(a), (2)(b), (4) and (5) or for those set out in vol. 38, p. 158, paras 
(a)-^d). At the close of the voting period on 13 December 1984 the state of 
the voting was as follows: 

For the first alternative; — fifteen (15) received in the following 
order: Melville, Holthuis, Cocks, Willink, Ueno, Starobogatov, Sabrosky, 
Alvarado, Ride, Kraus, Corliss, Schuster, Bayer, Heppell, Binder 

For the second alternative — four (4) received in the following 
order: Brinck, Hahn, Mroczkowski, Trjapitzin. 

Lehtinen returned a late vote for the second alternative. No votes 
were returned by Bemardi, Cogger, Halvorsen, Dupuis and Savage. 

ORIGINAL REFERENCES 

The following are the original references to the names placed on 
Official Lists and Official Indexes by the ruling given in the present Opinion: 
MiCROSPORiDAE Reichardt, 1976, Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 32, p. 204 


232 


Bull. zool. Nom., vol. 42, pt 3, September 1985 


Microsporus Kolenati, 1846, Melet. entomol. vol. 5, p. 64 
obsidianus, Microsporus, Kolenati, 1846, Melet. entomol. vol. 5, p. 64 
SPHAERiiDAE Erichson, 1845, Naturges. Ins. Deutschland, Abth. 1, vol. 3, 
p. 38 

SPHAERIIDAE Jeffreys, 1862 (1820), British Conchology vo\. 1, p. 1 

(Under Article 40b this name takes the date in parentheses of 
Cycladia Rafinesque, 1820, Ann. gen. Sci. phys. vol. 5, p. 318) 
Sphaerius Waltl, 1838, Isis (Oken), 1838, column 212. 

CERTIFICATE 

I hereby certify that the votes cast on V.P.(84)63 were cast as set out 
above, that the proposal contained in that voting paper has been duly 
adopted under the plenary powers, and that the decision so taken, being the 
decision of the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature, is 
truly recorded in the present Opinion No. 1331. 


R. V. MELVILLE 
Secretary 

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 

London 
26 February 1985 





